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A NOVEL METHOD FOR PAINTINGS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention provides an innovating and unique oil painting method 
5 called "Flowing Colors". The novel method blends painting oil with water-soluble 
materials to achieve accurate images as well as colorful dynamics. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Flowing Colors, also called Splashing Colors, is an innovating, unique oil 
painting method. It is difficult to confine oils in water to construct the desired shapes. 
Many artists had attempted to take command of free flowing oil, but could not control 
oil paints to the point where an image was formed with precision. They could only 
make abstract paintings but not object paintings with shapes or details. The Flowing 
Colors method accomplishes this. The method daringly fuses painting oil and water, 
using water to control the colorful painting oils, flowing the two resisting elements 
onto wet paper/canvas. The oil and water are mixed yet repelled each other, separated 
yet commingled together, opposed yet supported each other. The subsequent effect is 
the ability to form accurate images plus desired colorful dynamics, to express the 
powerful depiction of high mountains, flying clouds, rolling water, soaring tidal 
waves, and precise figures. The marriage of water and oil, an unthinkable 
combination, brings images rich in color, vibrant in lights, sophisticated in fullness 
and emptiness, and an abstract yet classic form of painting. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
25 I. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the procedure to paint special objects on a 
painted canvas as described below. Base pan 1 is a flat surface, often rectangular, 
with raised edges 2. Transferring paper 3 is either watercolor paper or canvas that is 
used to mix flowing colors. Masking paper 4 is either watercolor paper or canvas 
30 wherein a shape of an object 5 (a star in the instant example) is cut out from the paper 
or canvas. Painted canvas 6 refers to canvas that has been painted. The painted side of 
the painted canvas faces down. 
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II. DEFINITIONS 

Unless otherwise stated, the following terms and procedures used in the 
specification and claims have the meanings given below: 
5 The term "flowing colors" refers to a mixture of an oil-based pigment such as 

Enamels and an oil in a ratio from about 1:1 to about 5:1 (pigment : oil). Preferably, 
the mixture is in a ratio about 4:2 (pigment : oil). Rowing color may be stored in a 
large container or a squeezable plastic bottle with a pointed mouth for further use. 
The term "oil" refers to any of numerous mineral, vegetable, and synthetic 
10 liquids and animal and vegetable fats that are generally soluble in various organic 
solvents such as ether but not in water. Preferably, the oil is mineral oil. 

The term "base pan" refers to a flat surface, often rectangular, with raised 
edges around entire perimeter. Examples of base pan include trays, pans, dishes, low 
edged containers, and etc. Preferably, the base pan is a framed canvas. One skilled in 
15 the art would prepare a framed canvas by stretching canvas over a wood frame and 
securing the canvas on the frame. However, unlike one skilled in the art paint colors 
on the surface of a framed canvas with the frame in the back, a framed canvas referred 
to in the present invention is used with the frame facing upwards which serves a 
function like a dam or wall to prevent water or flowing colors from running off the 
20 canvas. 

The term "watercolor paper" has its ordinary meaning known to one skilled in 
the art. The "watercolor paper" can be purchased in any art stores. Preferably, water- 
color paper is thick enough to absorb water easily. Also, its surface is preferably 
neither too rough nor too smooth. 

25 The term "canvas" has its ordinary meaning known to one skilled in the art. 

Canvas can be purchased in any art stores. Preferably, the canvas has no coating on 
either sides and is made by water absorbing material. 

The term "transferring paper" refers to watercolor paper or to canvas that is 
used to mix flowing colors. 

30 The term "masking paper" refers to watercolor paper or to canvas wherein a 

shape of an object or figure is cut out from the canvas or watercolor paper, leaving a 
hollow space on the watercolor paper or canvas wherein the hollow space has the 
image of the desired object or figure. For example, to produce a masking paper that 
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has a hollow star, one may draw a star on the watercolor paper or canvas, and then cut 
the star out from the watercolor paper or canvas. Preferably, masking paper is made by 
watercolor paper as defined above. 

The term "painted canvas" refers to canvas that has been painted and dried. 

5 

m. TOOLS AND MATERIALS 

1. Flowing colors as defined above. 

2. Base pan as defined above. 

3. Canvas or watercolor paper as defined above. 

10 4. A device to move flowing colors. An example of such device is a painting 
brush or a hair dryer. The device is to brush or blow flowing colors in various 
directions to form desired shapes. 

5. A device to wet canvas or watercolor paper. An example of such device, but 
not limiting, is a spray bottle. 
15 6. Optionally, tapes, rollers, and paper towels. 

IV. METHOD TO MAKE A PAINTED CANVAS 

The main point of ''Flowing Colors" method of the present invention is to 
direct and to control oil-diluted colors, (i.e. flowing colors) as they are moved in 
20 various directions on a wetted canvas or watercolor paper according to a painter's 
design. A method to produce a painted canvas by using the instant invention 
comprises steps illustrated below. 

1) Place a blank canvas inside a base pan. 

2) Optionally, securing each edge of the blank canvas to the base pan with tapes. 
25 3) Optionally, spray water on the blank canvas with a water spray bottle, and 

gently brushing off any creases from the canvas with a big brush until the blank 
canvas is completely smooth and flat. 

4) Spray water on the blank canvas to form a thin layer of water (the base pan 
will prevent water from running away). 
30 5) Deposit one or multiple flowing colors on the wetted blank canvas. If desired, 
the flowing colors may be deposited on a number of different parts of the blank 
canvas. Direct the flowing colors to flow freely and mix with each other. 
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6) Move the flowing colors into various directions to form a desired shape or 
image. This can be done by moving the base pan in a various ways, or by brushing the 
flowing colors with a brush, or by blowing the flowing colors into different directions 
with a hair dryer. For example, moving the base pan left and right allows the flowing 

5 colors to form rivers, up and down to form mountains, circularly to form eddy, 
diagonally to form cloud, and etc. 

7) Dry the flowing colors with a drying device such as a hair dryer to stop the 
flowing colors from flowing further and to make them stay in the desired locations. A 
colorful painted canvas is complete. 

10 8) Optionally, an artist may wish to paint special objects, images or figures on the 
painted canvas by using traditional painting methods known to one skilled in the art. 
The special objects, image or figures can also be painted on the painted canvas by 
using the flowing colors method of the present invention again. 

15 V. METHODS TO PAINT SPECIAL OBJECTS ON A PAINTED CANVAS 

Certain special objects, such as vases, animals, humans, and etc. can be added 
to the painted canvas by using flowing colors method described below. The order of 
the steps dose not need to be followed exactly. 

1) Prepare a painted canvas according to the method described above. Set aside 
20 for later use. 

2) Prepare a masking paper wherein the desired shape of an object has been 
drawn and cut out. The masking paper and the painted canvas are preferably the same 
size. 

3) Place a blank transferring paper inside a base pan. 

25 4) Optionally, secure each edge of the blank transferring paper to the base pan 
with tapes. 

5) Optionally, spray water on the blank transferring paper with a water spray 
bottle, and gently brushing off any creases from the canvas with a big brush until the 
blank transferring paper is completely smooth and flat. 
30 6) Spray water on the blank transferring paper to form a thin layer of water (the 
base pan will prevent water from running away). 
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7) Deposit one or multiple flowing colors on the wetted blank transferring paper. 
If desired, the flowing colors may be deposited on a number of different parts of the 
transferring paper. Direct the flowing colors to flow freely and mix with each other. 

8) Before the flowing colors on the transferring paper dry up, place the masking 
5 paper on the top of the transferring paper, and place the painted canvas on the top of 

the masking paper. The painted side of the painted canvas should face the masking 
paper and the transferring paper. 

9) Roll the back of the painted canvas gently with a roller. The pre-mixed 
flowing colors on the transferring paper are now transferred to the painted side of the 

10 painted canvas through the hollow space of the masking paper. The desired object, 
image or figure is now added to the painted canvas. 

10) Remove the painted canvas from the masking paper, and let it dry. 

11) Repeat the process to add more images to the painted canvas if desire. 

15 

Alternatively, the desired objects, images or figures can be painted to the 
painted canvas by the following process: 

1) Prepare a painted canvas. 

2) Place the painted canvas in a base pan. The painted side of the painted canvas 
20 should face up. 

3) Prepare a masking paper that has the desired image(s). 

3) Place the prepared masking paper on the top of the painted canvas. 

4) Moisturize the surface of the masking paper evenly. 

5) Deposit flowing colors near the edge of the cut out image, and brush the 
25 flowing colors over the cut out hollow space. 

6) Remove the masking paper, and let the flowing colors on the painted canvas 
dry up. 

VI. EXAMPLES 
30 Cloud Painting 

Wet a blank canvas in a based pan with the sprayer. Splash flowing colors, 
such as red, purple, white, yellow, blue on a wetted canvas. Move the base pan 
circularly to let the colors mix naturally like clouds. Blow away the mixing flowing 
colors gently to form dispersing clouds. 
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Running Water Painting 

Wet a blank canvas in a base pan as described above. Splash flowing colors, 
such as blue or green, on the canvas to allow the flowing colors to flow freely. Add 
5 some complementary colors, such as light red, light purple or yellow. Move the base 
pan left and right to express calm water. Move the base pan diagonally to express a 
stream. Move the base pan circularly to express high wave and deep eddy. When the 
flowing colors are dry, add reflection, inverted image, add light and dark colors to 
express shadows by using the traditionally oil painting methods to achieve three- 
10 dimensional effect. Optionally, add objects such as see weeds, leave, dropped 

flowers, lotus, maple, etc. with flowing colors method or traditional painting methods. 

Vase Painting 

Prepare a painted canvas according to the method of the present invention, or 
15 by using traditional painting methods. Prepare a masking paper with the desired shape 
or shapes for multiple vases. Place the painted canvas in a base pan with the painted 
side facing up. Place the prepared masking paper on the top of the painted canvas. 
Wet the masking paper and brush water evenly. Add the flowing colors near the vase 
outlines. Move the base pan circularly to allow the flowing colors flowing naturally to 
20 cover the hollow space. After the flowing colors are dried, remove the masking paper, 
and add light and dark color to express shadows to achieve three-dimensional effect. 

Flower Painting 

On a wetted blank canvas in a base pan, drop the flowing colors by using a 
25 squeezable bottle with a pointed mouth. Preferably, one may drop the similar colors 
and neighboring colors over several layers. Blow each layer separately to form petals 
of a flower right after the dropping with a hair dryer until the flowing colors are dry 
and firm. The over flowed, colors can be cleaned away by wet towel. Using the same 
skill to paint the leaves. The leaves color should vary. After the colors dry up, add 
30 light and dark colors to express shadows and detailed structure on the flowers and 
leaves. 
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Human Body Painting 

Prepare a transferring paper by dropping flowing colors on a blank canvas in a 
base pan. Preferably, the flowing colors are dropped through a squeezable bottle with 
a pointed mouth. Move the base pan to direct the flowing colors to flow and mix 

5 freely. Wait to let the flowing colors partially dry. Prepare a painted canvas. Prepare 
a masking paper by cutting out a human body image from the masking paper. Attach 
the masking paper on the painted side of the painted canvas and taped the two layers 
together. Place the taped masking paper and painted canvas on the base pan above the 
transferring paper. The masking paper and the painted side of the painted canvas 

10 should face the base pan to allow the flowing colors being transferred to the painted 
canvas through the hollow space on the masking paper. Gently roll a painting roller on 
the back of the painted canvas. Removed the taped masking paper and painted canvas 
from the base pan and separating the painted canvas from the masking paper. After 
the flowing colors on the painted canvas dry up, add light and dark colors to express 

15 shadows around the human image to achieve three-dimensional effect. 
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